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JiU'bual  (Offiu'r  of  Health's  Hqmrt 


For  1395. 


J'o  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Horsforth  Urban  District 

Council. 


Sirs, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  fourth  Annual 
h’eport,  being  that  for  the  year  1895. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year, 

Population. — In  1891  the  population  as  shown  by  the 
census  was  7,102.  To  the  middle  of  1895  the  estimated 
population  was  7,423. 

Births. — During  the  year  213  births  were  registered, 
no  males  and  103  females.  Of  these  2 boys  and  4 girls, 
total  6,  were  illegitimate,  a percentage  of  2-8.  The  birth- 
rate per  1000,  was  28-6. 

The  birth-rates  for  the  last  5 years  were: — 

1891.  1892.  1893.  1894.  1895. 

30-9  30-7  26-9  27-9  28.6 

The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1895  was  3c-  ]. 
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Deaths. — ioi  deaths  were  registered,  59  males  and 
42  females.  Six  inquests  were  held.  No  deaths  were 
uncertified. 

The  death-rate  per  1000  was  13-6;  the  lowest  of 
any  year  of  which  I can  find  record. 

The  death-rates  for  the  last  five  years  were 

1891.  1892.  1893.  1894.  1895. 

16-3  137  15-5  15-5  13-6 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1895  was  187. 

The  deaths  were  distributed  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
year  as  follows: — First  quarter,  29 ; second  quarter,  31  : 
third  quarter,  22;  fourth  quarter,  19;  total  101. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate,  or  death-rate  from  the 
seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  was  i-8,  and  was  made  up 
as  follows  : — 


Smallpox  ...  ...  o 

Scarlatina  ...  ...  1 

Measles...  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  o 

Whooping  Cough  ...  3 

Fever  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  7 

Total  14 


The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 

2-12. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  that  filth  diseases  and  diseases 
due  to  defective  sanitation  are  below  the  average. 

The  rates  for  the  last  four  years  were  ■ 

1892.  1893-  1894.  ‘895. 

1 '2  2-6i  *8i  1*8 

Infant  Mortality. — The  number  ot  infants  who  died 
under  the  age  of  1 year  was  26,  and  the  “ Infant  Mortality  " 
was  122;  or  in  other  words,  out  of  every  1,000  children 
born  alive,  122  died  before  they  reached  the  age  ot  1 year. 


The  Infant  Mortality  for  the  last  four  years  was:— 

1892.  1893-  1894.  1895. 

1 1 3 122  146  122 

That  of  England  and  Wales  in  1895  was  160. 

The  death-rate  for  infants  under  1 year  of  age  was  3-5. 
Corresponding  rates  for  the  last  four  years  were  : — 

1892.  1893.  1894.  1895. 

3'4  3'2  4'°8  3‘5 

The  Respiratory  death-rate,  or  death-rate  from 
respiratory  diseases  other  than  Phthisis  (Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy)  was  1-7.  This  is  very  favourable 
considering  that  we  have  had  a severe  visitation  of  Influenza 
and  many  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  during  the  year. 

The  previous  years  the  Respiratory  death-rate  was  : — 
1892.  1893.  1894.  1895. 

2'4  375  3’4  i‘7 

The  Phthisis  death-rate  was  i*6. 

That  of  the  previous  years  was  :— 

1892.  1893.  1894.  1895. 

i-i  -5  1 ■ 2 i-6 

The  following  tables  give  briefly  the  most  important 
vital  statistics  of  the  year,  and  merit  your  attention.  Tables 
I.  and  II.  are  similar  to  Tables  A.  and  B.  furnished  to  the 
Local  Government  Board.  Table  I.  relates  to  deaths 
classified  according  to  diseases  and  ages.  Table  II.  shows 
the  Population  Births,  and  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness 
coining  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Table  I. 


Mortality  from  all  causes  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


At  all  ages. 

Under  i 1 i and 
year,  j under  5. 

5 and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and  65  and 

under  65.  upwards. 

101 

20  16 

1 

5 

7 

27  : 20 

1 

Table  I.  Continued. 

Mortality  from  Subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age. 
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Table  III. 

Shows  the  rates  from  various  causes. 


Population . 

Birth-rate 
per  1000. 

D 1 

Death-rate 
per  1000. 

Zymotic 
Death-rate 
per  1000. 

Infant 

Mortality. 

Phthisis 

death-rate 

Respira- 

tory 

death-rate 

7423 

28't) 

136 

1-8 

122 

16 

17 

Area  of  District. — Density  of  Population. 

The  total  area  of  the  district  is  2801  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  1640.  88  houses 

are  unoccupied. 

The  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  house  is  4-7.  The 
density  of  persons  per  acre  is  2-6. 

Outline  of  Physical  Features  of  District. 

The  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Horsforth  is  situated 
on  the  North  side  of  the  river  Aire.  This  river,  commencing 
at  a point  about  5 miles  above  the  city  of  Leeds  (i.e.  Leeds 
Bridge),  forms  the  southern  boundary  of  the  district  for  over 
2 miles  of  its  course.  The  district  is  also  practically 
bounded  on  the  East  by  a stream  — the  Horsforth  and  Cow 
Beck,  and  on  the  West  by  another  stream — Gill  Beck. 

It  is  for  the  most  part  situated  on  steep  rising  ground 
running  towards  the  North,  and  forms  the  watershed  of  the 
river  Aire.  Most  of  the  land  is  pasture  and  meadow  land, 
a small  proportion  being  arable. 

Heavy  fogs  prevail  occasionally  in  the  autumn  and 
winter  seasons,  affecting  chiefly  the  lowest  lying  parts  near 
the  river  Aire  and  the  Woodside  district. 


Rainfall,  &c. 

1 am  indebted  to  Mr.  Charles  France,  for  the  following 
information  regarding  the  rainfall : — 

Rainfall  in  1895. 

At  Oliver  Hill,  Horsforth,  in  the  County  of  York. 

Lat.  53,  45,  47  N.,  Long.  1-37,  47  W. 

Diameter  of  Funnel...  ...  31ns 

( Above  ground 


Rain  Gauge 


1 


, . /»  rt  ^ ' i V 1 / V / V w ■-  1 w l I I 1 V | 

[eight  of  1 op  . , 0 | , 

* Above  sea  level 


1 2ins- 
250ft. 
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Month. 

Total  depth, 
inches. 

Greatest  fall 
depth. 

in  24  hours, 
date. 

Number  of  days  on 
which  01  or  more  f 

[ anuary 

387 

•52 

..  19 

21 

February 

■47 

14 

2 

9 

March 

2 40 

50 

9 

17 

April 

1-98 

69 

. . 25 

12 

May 

•38 

■23 

1 

6 

June 

4 275 

1 97 

. . 26 

10 

July 

5 87 

90 

. . 21 

20 

August 

2 13 

■33 

. . 14  & 25 

17 

September 

•84 

•36 

6 

7 

October 

3' 66 

65 

8 

18 

November 

3 385 

•51 

5 

22 

December 

3 01 

•70 

. . 14 

16 

Total  . . 32  27  175 

Average  Rainfall  for  last  13  years — 29  85  inches. 

Remarks  on  the  Year. — Extremely  cold  in  January 
and  February. 

Minimum  (temperature)  on  grass,  January  10th  8”. 

,,  ,,  in  air  February  7th — 3°. 

,,  ,,  on  grass.  February  8th — 3°. 

,,  ,,  in  air  February  10th — 6°. 

Extremes  of  Rain  and  Drought : — 

Up  to  June  1st,  only  9T0  ins.  rain. 

In  June  and  July  10  145  ins.  rain. 

In  February  only  '47  ins  rain. 

In  May  only  '38  ins.  rain. 

(Of  which  23  fell  on  the  1st.) 

Great  Heat  in  May  (83-  on  the  30th),  and  in  June 
(85°  on  8th,  and  82°  on  25th). 

Fine  Summer. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Horsforth  Waterworks  supply  water  to  the  town. 
The  water  is  collected  chiefly  within  the  district,  the 
gathering  grounds  being  pasture  and  meadow  lands  situated 
in  the  high  lying  portion  of  the  district,  and  a portion  of  an 
adjoining  one.  Two  large  reservoirs  are  used  for  storage 
purposes.  The  supply  is  constant.  Out  of  a total  of  1,640 
houses,  the  Company  supply  1,410.  The  remaining  230 
houses  are  supplied  by  wells,  and  many  of  them  from 
sources  not  free  from  suspicion  of  pollution.  All  the  new 
houses  built  during  the  year  (40  in  number)  have,  I believe, 
been  supplied  with  the  Company’s  water,  and  also  several 
old  ones  which  had  previously  been  supplied  from  other 
sources. 
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The  latest  available  analysis  of  the  water  is  given 
below.  It  is  an  analysis  made  of  the  water  supplied  before 
the  filter  beds  were  laid  down.  In  1886  filter  beds  were 
constructed. 

Analysis  made  by  Mr.  T.  Fairley,  Leeds  Borough 
Analyist,  August,  1884. 


" One  gallon  of  water  contains — 

Chlorides  equal  to  Common  Salt  ..  ..  ..  ..  2-46 

Nitrate  of  Calcium  . . . . . . . . . . . . none 

Calcium  and  Magnesia  Salts  . . . . . . . . . . 9 04 

Oxide  of  Iron  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . traces 

Volatile  Organic  Matter  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0 31 

Total  dissolved  solids  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11  81 


The  Sediment  is  very  minute  in  quantity  and  does  not  contain  animal- 
culae  when  examined  under  the  microscope.  It  consists  chiefly  of  oxide 
of  iron.  Colour  of  column  of  two  feet  in  depth — faint  greenish  yellow. 
Smell  when  warmed  to  ioo°,  none.  The  water  in  all  the  bottles  is 
practically  the  same  as  shown  by  the  results  of  the  analysis.  None  of 
the  water  contains  any  free  acid,  and  that  obtained  from  the  houses  is 
practically  free  from  lead.  The  organic  impurity  is  very  small  indeed, 
and  the  water  may  be  safely  used  for  drinking  and  other  domestic 
purposes." 

The  quantity  of  water  consumed  per  head  is  estimated 
at  14  gallons  per  diem. 

During  the  severe  frost  which  prevailed  in  January  and 
February,  the  freezing  of  the  water  mains  and  pipes  was 
very  extensive,  and  involved  much  carrying  of  water  and 
the  use  of  wells  by  the  consumers.  Numerous  leakages  in 
the  mains  followed  the  appearance  of  the  thaw,  causing 
the  Water  Company  to  relay  long  lengths  of  new  mains  in 
several  places.  The  water  was  shut  off  from  the  majority 
of  houses  in  March  and  April  for  a number  of  hours  each 
day,  and  from  many  houses  altogether.  When  turned  on, 
the  water,  as  might  be  expected,  was  often  very  turbid,  and 
was  the  cause  of  many  complaints.  From  my  note  book 
1 take  the  following  : April  nth,  “ No  case  of  illness  came 
to  my  knowledge  which  could  directly  be  ascribed  to  the; 
impure  water  or  the  want  of  water.”  On  May  14th,  I 
noted:  “No  water  from  taps  has  been  supplied  to  some  of 
the  houses  in  Woodside  since  the  beginning  of  the  frost  in 
January  last.”  Indeed,  some  of  the  houses  were  without 
town’s  water  for  about  5 months,  and  had  to  depend  on 
water  carts  (sent  round  by  the  company)  and  wells. 
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During  all  this  time  the  drains  and  sewers  were  of 
necessity  very  imperfectly  flushed. 

I regret,  year  by  year,  having  to  mention  that 
complaints  as  to  the  turbidity  of  the  town’s  water  continue 
to  be  made  to  me,  and  from  my  own  experience  in  my  own 
house,  1 must  say  I think  there  are  grounds  fnr  complaint. 
No  doubt  the  past  year  has  been  an  exceptional  one,  in  that 
the  company  have  had  to  disturb  their  mains  frequently,  and 
have  moreover  been  raising  the  embankment  of  one  of  the 
reservoirs.  But  over  and  above  that,  the  water  is,  I believe, 
not  efficiently  filtered.  I have  doubts  if  at  times  it  is 
filtered  at  all. 

This  is  a subject,  gentlemen,  related  closely  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  place  as  a residential  neighbourhood. 
People  will  be  deterred  from  coming  to  live  here  from  Leeds, 
for  instance,  where  there  is  excellent  water,  if  the  water  is 
impure.  That  it  can  be  made  above  suspicion  by  efficient 
filtration  I am  convinced. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  District  is  well  sewered,  all  the  principal  streets 
being  sewered,  and  the  sewers  well  ventilated,  and  as  a rule 
well  flushed.  Three  automatic  flushing  syphons  are  placed 
in  certain  places  on  the  main  sewers.  The  Surveyor  last 
year  reported  the  need  of  more  efficient  flushing  of  the 
sewers,  chiefly  at  certain  dead  ends.  1 he  flushing  is 
however  still  attempted  with  a barrel  and  hose,  from  which 
little  good  can  result.  The  cost  of  the  disinfectants  used 
might  also  be  saved,  as  the  amount  of  good  resulting  from 
them  is,  in  my  opinion,  nil.  Complaints  still  come  about 
the  smells  from  the  Broadgate  Lane  sewer. 

Sewage  Disposal. — At  the  present  time  the  sewage 
is  allowed,  after  passing  through  a number  of  very  imperfect 
settling  tanks,  to  run  into  Cow  Beck,  which,  a little  lower 
down,  discharges  it  practically  unchanged  into  the  river 
Aire. 

A scheme  of  sewage  disposal,  devised  by  Mr.  \\  m. 
Walker,  the  Surveyor  and  Nuisance  Inspector,  by  means 
of  precipitation  and  artificial  filtration  through  sand,  the 
use  of  ozier  beds  and  land  filtration,  it  necessary,  was 
adopted  bv  the  late  Local  Board.  1 he  original  plans 
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submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  did  not  show  a 
sufficient  area  of  land  for  land  filtration.  Other  plans  were 
sent  up  showing  more  land  for  this  purpose,  and  these  were 
again  referred  for  still  further  enlargement  of  the  land 
filtration  area.  The  new  plans  were,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  in  course  of  preparation. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Scavenging. 

For  many  years  previous  to  1894,  the  refuse  collection 
and  scavenging  had  been  carried  out  by  one  contractor  for 
the  whole  district.  In  1894  the  district  was  divided  into 
four  sub-divisions  for  the  purpose  of  refuse  collection,  and 
each  sub-division  was  let  off  to  a separate  contractor. 
Subsequently  one  man  took  two  sub-divisions,  so  that  there 
are  now  three  contractors  for  the  whole  district. 

The  present  plan  is  an  improvement " on  the  old  one, 
but  is  still  far  from  what  it  should  be.  The  number  of  full 
ashpits  found  on  my  visits  was  far  too  large.  The  refuse 
collection  and  scavenging  will  never  even  be  satisfactory 
until  the  Council  itself  undertakes  the  work. 

From  the  following  table  will  be  seen  the  relative 
number  (approximately)  of  each  kind  of  closet  in  the 
district : — 

\V.  C.,  about  130  ; Trough  C.,  2;  Slop  C , waste  water,  3 ; 
Pail,  Pan,  or  Tub  C.,  8 ; Covered  Privy  Middens,  about  181  ; 
Uncovered  Privy  Middens,  about  240.  Number  constructed 
during  1895,  17.  Kinds  : 5 Covered  Middens;  10  W.  C. : 2 Slop  C. 

Many  of  these  Privy  Middens  are  huge  places  capable 
of  holding  large  quantities  of  refuse.  Many  are  placed  in 
most  unsuitable  positions,  so  as,  when  full,  and  in  hot 
weather,  to  be  a stinking  nuisance  for  the  dwellings  near, 
and  often  to  passers-by  on  the  highway. 

The  Model  Bye-laws  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
prescribe  emptying  of  ashpits  once  a week.  The  Surveyor 
informs  me  that  in  our  district  it  is  doubtful  if  any  single 
one  ashpit  is  emptied  oftener  than  once  in  six  weeks.  Some, 
especially  the  larger  ones,  remain  unemptied  for  nearly  six 
months. 

1 am  of  opinion  that  more  frequent  emptying  of  the 
middens,  say  at  least  once  a month — a very  modest 
requirement,  is  not  only  desirable,  but  essential.  In  the 
warm  weather,  in  fact  all  through  the  summer,  we  are 


continually  having  complaints  of  this  midden,  or  of  that,  and 
we  always  shall  have,  so  long  as  we  have  our  present  system. 
Any  reasonable  increase  in  expense,  in  carrying  out  this 
recommendation  would,  I am  sure,  be  warranted. 

The  refuse  is  carted  by  the  contractors  into  the  fields. 

The  annual  cost  of  scavenging  is  /"186  13s.  41b 

Houses  of  the  Working  Classes. 

The  houses  of  the  working  classes  may  be  divided 
roughly  into  three  classes.  The  older  houses,  are  of  the 
usual  style  of  cottages  in  country  districts ; built  sub- 
stantially of  stone,  rather  low,  but  often  having  large 
apartments  both  on  the  ground  floor  and  upstairs.  The  latter 
formerly  being  used  for  the  purposes  of  hand-loom  weaving. 
Most  of  them  are  wanting  in  two  doors,  i.e.,  back  and  front,  but 
yet  have  windows  opening  at  the  back  on  to  fields,  or  free 
spaces,  through  which  they  can  be  efficiently  ventilated. 
These  houses,  notwithstanding  their  lowness  and  age  are, 
in  my  opinion,  much  better  and  healthier  houses  than  those 
built  at  later  periods. 

Another  class  of  houses,  built  at  a later  period,  are  still 
of  stone,  but  contain  a considerable  proportion  of  back-to-back 
houses. 

Of  late  years,  though  there  is  abundance  of  stone  in 
the  district,  a number  of  houses  have  been  built,  chiefly  by 
one  builder,  of  brick,  and  these  are  about  all  back-to-back. 
The  rooms  in  most  of  them  are  too  small  for  health,  even 
if  there  were  through  ventilation. 

Plans  for  32  back-to-back  houses  were  passed  in  1895.  1 

shall,  from  my  point  of  view,  sincerely  welcome  the  regime 
ol  the  new  bye-laws  which  will,  for  one  thing,  prevent  the 
building  of  back-to-back  houses. 

The  houses  are  so  scattered  and  irregularly  built,  that 
in  no  part  of  the  district  do  we  get  a large  collection  on  a 
small  area.  With  the  exception  of  the  back-to-backs,  there 
is,  as  a rule,  free  circulation  of  air  both  in  front  and  behind. 

Many  houses  are  damp,  owing  to  the  porous  nature  ot 
the  stone,  and  to  the  absence  of  damp  proof  courses. 
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The  drainage  of  the  houses  is,  on  the  whole,  good. 
Most  houses  are  connected  with  the  main  sewers,  where 
connection  is  possible.  Very  few  house  drains  have, 
however,  an  intercepting  trap  between  the  house  and  the 
sewer. 

Almost  all  the  sink  wastes  are  disconnected,  but  it  is 
believed  that  a number  are  not  trapped. 

The  condition  of  the  streets  is,  from  a public  health 
point  of  view,  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  with  the  exception 
of  Quarry  Street  and  a street  at  Paradise  Place,  Woodside, 
which  are  wet  and  dirty  in  wet  weather.  They  are  still  in 
the  same  condition  as  described  in  my  last  Annual  Report, 
nothing  having  been  done  to  remedy  them. 

Forty  new  houses  have  been  built  in  1895,  the  majority 
being  working  class  houses. 

Industries  of  District  and  their  effect  on  Health. 

The  district  is  mainly  a residential  one,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  become  more  and  more  so.  The  following 
industries,  however,  are  carried  on  to  a small  extent: — 

(a)  Woollen  Manufacture. 

( b ) Steel  Pin  Manufacture. 

(c)  Dyeing. 

(d)  Bleaching. 

( e ) Soap  Making. 

(/)  Size  Boiling. 

(g)  Twine  Manufacture. 

(/;)  Corn  and  Flour. 

(i)  Quarrying,  &c. 

(j)  Tanning. 

( k ) Printing. 

(/ ) Farming. 

The  diseases  due  to  the  above  occupations  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge  are: — 

1.  — Occasional  cases  of  Phthisis  in  steel  grinders. 

2.  — Cases  of  Bronchitis  in  cornmillers. 

3.  — Cases  of  Bronchitis  and  Phthisis  in  stone  hewers 

and  quarrymen 

4.  — Cases  of  Eczema  brought  on  by  contact  with 

chemicals  in  dyeing  (chiefly  ' chrome  '). 

Smoke  Nuisance. 

Complaints  with  regard  to  a factory  chimney  at 
Woodside  have  been  made  to  the  Council.  In  consequence 
of  this,  letters  were  written  to  all  the  null  owners,  drawing 


14 


their  attention  to  the  subject  of  Smoke  Nuisance,  and  asking 
them  to  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  the 
emission  of  dense  smoke  in  large  quantities. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  polluted  state  of  the  river  Aire  is  only  too  well 
known,  though  I am  given  to  understand  a slight  improve- 
ment has  been  noticed  of  late. 

The  Horsforth  Beck  is  polluted  by  refuse  from  a bleach 
works,  two  soap  works,  and  also  by  steel  dust  from  the 
steel  works,  which  forms  a hard  deposit  in  the  bed  of  the 
beck. 

In  a note  made  Sept.  16th,  1895,  I have  the  following:- 
" Visited  the  Horsforth  Beck  at  Woodside.  From  the  tanks 
at  the  New  Mill,  there  can  be,  and  is  at  certain  intervals,  let  off  the 
refuse  from  the  grease  from  the  fulling  mill.  This  creates  a great 
nuisance  much  complained  of  by  the  neighbours  This  refuse, 
and  also  the  refuse  from  the  dyeing  department  of  the  mill,  is 
passed  into  the  beck,  and  pollutes  it.  Eight  houses  which  are 
situated  below  the  level  of  the  sewer  in  Low  Lane,  are  drained 
into  the  beck  at  this  same  point.” 

Gill  beck  is  free  from  pollution  until  it  reaches  Wood- 
bottom,  where  it  receives  the  refuse  from  the  mills  there, 
before  it  flows  into  the  Aire. 

Under  this  heading  might  be  mentioned  the  case  of 
pollution  of  the  dam  at  Brookfoot.  The  refuse  from  the 
dyeing  department  at  Troy  Mill  is  allowed  to  flow  into  the 
dam,  thereby  polluting  it. 

Burial  Grounds. 

The  Cemetery  was  opened  in  1881.  I'he  soil  is  of  a 
gravelly  and  clayey  nature.  Bodies  appear  to  disentegrate 
fairly  rapidly,  little  or  no  smell  being  noticed  on  opening 
occupied  graves.  The  total  area  is  six  acres.  A little  over 
1 acre  has  been  used,  leaving  over  4 acres  for  future  require- 
ments. The  total  number  of  interments  to  the  end  of  1895 
was  1,014.  Of  the  80  interments  of  the  year,  4 were  of 
children  still-born. 

Other  burial  grounds  in  the  district  are  : 

1.  Old  Churchyard  at  the  Green. 

2.  — The  burial  ground  in  Church  Lane. 

3.  — The  burial  ground  at  Cragg  Hill 

4.. — The  burial  ground  at  Woodside  Churchyard. 


There  is,  however,  no  new  burial  ground  to  open  up 
in  Horsforth,  except  at  the  Cemetery. 

Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  13  slaughter-houses.  Their  condition  is  far 
from  satisfactory.  In  September  last,  in  consequence  of  a 
complaint  I received,  I visited  a slaughter-house  in  Town 
Street,  and  found  it  generally  untidy  and  dirty.  The  walls, 
evidently,  had  not  seen  a whitewash  brush  for  a year  or 
two. 

In  May  last,  a slaughter-house  at  Woodside  was  visited, 
and  the  following  note  made  : — 

"Building  too  low,  floor  bad — many  holes,  dirty  water  in 
the  holes  of  floor,  dirty  walls,  deficient  ventilation  and  cubic  space.” 

This  is  but  a type  of  most  of  the  slaughter-houses.  One, 
and  perhaps  the  worst  slaughter-house,  which  was  not  only  a 
slaughter-house  but  a retail  shop,  has  been  improved  for  the 
better,  viz.,  by  being  made  into  a pork  shop.  This,  I regret 
to  say,  is  the  only  improvement  of  the  year. 

Some  of  the  butchers  have  no  proper  place  for  the 
disposal  of  offal.  In  the  hot  weather  of  last  summer,  it  was 
necessary  to  serve  two  of  them  with  24  hours’  notice  to 
remove  offal  heaps  on  account  of  the  nuisance  they  caused. 

The  only  satisfactory  remedy  is  to  have  a public 
abattoir.  Ilkley,  with  a less  population  than  ours,  has  now 
established  one. 

None  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  registered. 

No  case  of  unsound  food  has  come  to  my  knowledge. 

Bye-laws,  Regulations,  and  Adoptive  Acts. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I can  at  last  report  that  the 
bye-laws  have  been  revised.  This  is  undoubtedly  the 
greatest  sanitary  reform  of  the  year.  The  new  bye-laws 
are  modelled  upon  those  prepared  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  with  occasional  slight  modifications  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  district.  They  are  almost  ready  for  submission 
to  the  Local  Government  Board.  When  confirmed,  1 can 
only  add  that  I hope  they  will  be  strictly  enforced. 

In  December,  1883,  the  “ House  Drain  Regulations” 
were  adopted,  and  in  March,  1888,  the  “ Regulations  under 
the  Contagous  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  1886,”  and  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885.” 
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I must  again  draw  your  attention  to  the  need  for 
adopting  the 

Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

1 he  County  Medical  Officer  gives  in  his  last  annual 
report,  an  instructive  illustration  of  the  value  of  the 
Notification  Act.  In  one  Sanitary  District  in  the  Riding, 
two  cases  only  were  notified,  one  of  Scarlatina,  the  other  of 
Diphtheria,  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Both  these 
cases  occurred  at  milk  farms,  and  it  was  owing  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Act  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
became  aware  of  their  existence.  Precautions  were  adopted, 
and  apparently  with  complete  success. 

The  Act  is  now  in  force  in  128  out  of  167  Sanitary 
Divisions  of  the  county  (West  Riding). 

Periodic  Inspection  of  District,  Sanitary  Work, 
Nuisances,  &c. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  chiefly  the  detailed 
inspection  of  theWoodside  District,  from  Troy  to  Tanhouse 
Hill  inclusive,  Bachelor  Lane  and  Broadgate  Lane.  The 
external  conveniences  and  surroundings  of  every  house,  the 
factories  and  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected.  The 
condition  of  the  slaughter-houses  has  been  mentioned  in 
another  place. 

With  regard  to  the  factories,  no  unwholesome  conditions 
were  found,  except  the  privies  at  Troy  Mill. 

These,  in  consequence  of  our  representation,  are  being 
removed,  and  others  of  better  construction  substituted. 

With  regard  to  the  houses.  At  the  Council’s  request 
1 visited  the  houses  in  Troy,  and  reported  thereon  on  July 
25th.  Briefly,  four  of  the  houses  were  reported  as  being 
old,  earth  up  at  the  back  to  about  the  height  of  the  eaves, 
rooms  deficient  in  light,  and  very  damp.  (One  house  was 
overcrowded  with  Irish  hay-labourers  at  the  time  of  the 
visit).  In  my  opinion  thedwellings  were  unfit  for  habitation. 

Another  house  near,  a newer  building,  was  reported  as 
being  in  a better  condition  than  the  former,  but  earthed  up 
at  the  back  and  side,  and  very  damp.  Building  good,  but 
not  fit  for  habitation  in  its  present  condition,  though 
capable  of  improvement. 
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A sixth  house  adjoining,  old,  earthed  up  behind  to  level 
of  bedroom  floor,  was  reported  as  unfit  for  habitation, 
but  capable  of  improvement. 

The  usual  legal  notice  was  served  by  the  Council's 
directions,  upon  the  owners  of  four  of  these  houses. 

The  four  houses  opposite  Paradise  Place,  Woodside, 
were  also  reported  unfit  for  habitation.  They  are  old,  damp, 
deficient  in  cubic  space  and  ventilation,  and  one  house,  at  the 
time  of  inspection,  was  overcrowded,  four  children  and  two 
adults  occupying  one  bedroom  of  930  cubic  feet  capacity. 
Here  also  legal  notices  have  been  served  upon  the  owners, 
requiring  them  to  make  the  houses  fit  for  habitation. 

I regret  that  no  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the 
four  houses  at  Brookfoot  reported  by  me  unfit  for  habitation 
April,  1894.  They  are  still  in  the  same  state  as  described 
in  my  last  Annual  Report  (quod  vide). 

The  two  houses  at  Tanhouse  Hill  (Mrs.  Spencer’s) 
mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report  have  been  put 
into  a satisfactory  state  of  repair.  Slop  closets  have  been 
provided  (formerly  there  was  no  privy  accommodation  what- 
ever) and  I take  this  opportunity  of  saying  that  they  are 
a great  improvement  on  the  ordinary  privy  midden. 

There  are  three  cellar  dwellings  in  the  district,  viz., 
those  in  Gaunt’s  Fold.  I can  only  repeat  what  I said  last 
year  in  regard  to  them,  viz.,  that  1 should  like  to  see  them 
closed. 

The  survey  of  the  privies  and  ashpits  of  the  whole 
district,  except  those  of  outlying  houses,  was  completed 
during  the  year.  A special  report  is  prepared  on  the 
conditions  of  these  receptacles,  and  the  necessary  require- 
ments in  the  case  of  those  requiring  attention. 

Briefly,  84  nuisances  are  reported — for  the  abatement 
of  which  removal,  re-construction,  substitution  of  W.C’s., 
and  covering  in  are  required. 

Overcrowding. — In  addition  to  the  case  in  the  houses 
opposite  Paradise  Place  (mentioned  above)  one  other  case  of 
overcrowding  came  to  my  notice.  It  was  reported  in  my 
first  Quarterly  Report,  and  abated  on  my  instituting 
enquiries  in  regard  to  it. 

In  regard  to  the  nuisance  and  pollution  of  the  Horsforth 
Beck  at  Woodside,  caused  by  the  refuse  from  the  fulling 
mill,  a Committee  of  the  District  Council  was  appointed  to 
visit  the  place.  The  case  is  somewhat  complicated,  as  the 
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nuisance  itself  is  actually  made  in  the  neighbouring  Sanitary 
District.  The  Council  of  this  District  have  been  written  to. 

In  the  case  of  pollution  of  the  Brookfoot  dam,  notice 
requiring  abatement  was  sent  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

1 he  Waterworks  have  been  several  times  visited  in 
accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Council.  On  each 
occasion  of  my  visit,  the  filter  beds  appeared  to  be  working 
satisfactorily. 

The  new  houses  have  been  visited. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889,  not  being 
in  force,  it  is  consequently  impossible  to  give  the  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  which  has  occurred  during  the  year. 

Influenza  became  pandemic  late  in  February,  and 
Horsforth  was  severely  visited  until  into  April.  The  cases 
in  my  experience  were  milder  than  in  previous  years.  A feu 
cases  occurred  in  all  months  except  May,  August,  and 
September.  Four  deaths  took  place  from  this  cause.  The 
illness  was  not  followed  to  such  an  extent,  as  in  former  epi- 
demics, by  Pneumonia.  Possibly  this  was  due  to  the  warnings 
of  previousepidemics,  more  care  being  taken  in  convalescence. 

Whooping  Cough  has  been  prevalent  during  the  greatest 
part  of  the  year,  though  not  by  any  means  epidemic.  Three 
deaths  are  recorded  as  being  due  to  this  cause. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia  was,  notwith- 
standing the  Influenza,  much  below  the  average  of  the  last 
two  years.  Five  deaths  occurred  from  this  cause. 

Of  the  nine  cases  of  Scarlatina,  three  occurred  in  one 
home.  The  remainder  were  sporadic. 

Four  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  or  Tyhpoid  became  known 
to  me.  They  were  sporadic.  In  one  case  the  disease  was 
caught  in  another  district,  and  the  patient  was  removed  to 
the  Leeds  Infirmary. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diarrhoea  in  the  months  of 
August,  September,  and  October  was  very  large  indeed. 
Six  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this  cause.  There 
was  also  one  death  from  English  Cholera. 

On  the  whole,  the  incidence  of  infectious  sickness  was 
slight.  Table  II.  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  known  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  brom  it 
will  be  seen  that  no  case  of  Smallpox,  Typhus,  or  Relapsing 
Fever  were  ascertained. 
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Isolation  Hospital. — There  is  no  Hospital  for  the 
isolation  of  infectious  disease,  and  no  steps  to  procure  one 
have  been  taken  during  the  year. 

1 have  in  former  Reports  expressed  the  opinion,  as  1 do 
again,  that  such  an  institution  is  a most  important  adjunct 
to  every  town  jealous  of  its  hygienic  reputation. 

Disinfection. — For  the  last  three  years  I have  men- 
tioned the  need  of  a disinfector.  At  present  our  only  means 
consists  of  stoving  with  sulphur.  I have  stated  before  that 
this  is  of  little  use  in  the  case  of  infected  clothes  and  bedding. 
Portable  disinfectors  can  now  be  obtained,  and  would  be  a 
great  boon  to  the  unfortunate  persons  who  have  infectious 
diseases  in  their  houses,  and  a great  aid  to  the  sanitary  staff. 
At  present,  the  only  way  to  get  clothes  and  bedding  properly- 
disinfected  is  to  send  them  to  Leeds,  which  entails  expense. 

The  record  of  work  done  in  this  department  in  1895 
is  3 cases  of  stoving  premises  with  sulphur.  Here  also  the 
privies,  ashpits,  and  drains  were  disinfected,  and  the  latter 
flushed.  This  was  also  done  in  twoother  cases  without  stoving. 

The  small  amount  of  work  done  in  this  connection 
shows  the  necessity  of  adopting  the  Notification  Act.  By 
early  acquaintance  with  every  case  of  infectious  illness, 
prompt  and  full  means  could  be  taken  at  once,  both  for 
isolation  and  disinfection. 

Bottles  of  Carboline  and  Carbolic  Powder  are  provided 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority, and  given,  the  powder  gratis,  and 
the  liquid  at  a nominal  cost  of  twopence  per  bottle,  to  each 
person  who  applies  for  them  for  the  purpose  of  disinfecting  the 
sinks,  privies,  &c.  In  cases  of  infection  both  are  supplied  free. 


Vaccination. 

Births  registered  in  1895 

213 

Children  vaccinated  ... 

131 

Died 

15 

Legal  Proceedings. 

No  legal  proceedings  in  respect  of  Sanitary  matters  were 
taken  during  the  year. 

Notes  on  Other  Subjects. 

There  is  no  navigable  water  in  the  district,  and  there- 
fore no  canal  boats. 

There  are  no  common  Lodging-houses. 

The  Bakehouses  are  four  in  number,  and  are  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — The  Inspector 
gives  the  following  particulars  : — 

Inspected  | Registered.  General  Condition 

Dairies.  8 3 Many  of  them  structur- 

ally  deficient  in  respect  to 

Cowsheds.  43  j 43  lighting,  cleansing,  cubic 

j space,  &c.  Some  of  them 

Milkshops.  3 3 good. 

A slight  improvement  can  be  reported  in  the  cowsheds. 
Three  of  them,  including  one  of  the  worst  cases,  have  been 
re-built  on  sanitary  principles. 

Offensive  Trades. 

These  are  : 2 soap  works,  i size  boiler,  2 tripe  boilers, 
and  7 fried  fish  shops. 

The  only  complaints  in  regard  to  these  were  in 
connection  with  the  fried  fish  shops.  In  two  cases  there 
were  no  means  provided  for  the  refuse.  Letters  were  sent  to 
each  of  the  fried  fish  shop-keepers,  by  the  Council's  orders, 
giving  them  notice  to  provide  proper  means  of  refuse  disposal. 
Sanitary  Requirements  of  the  District. 

I.  Better  filtering  of  the  water. 

II.  Better  means  of  flushing  the  sewers. 

III.  Better  system  of  refuse  collection  (work  should  be 

done  by  the  Council). 

IV.  Abatement  of  Smoke  Nuisance. 

V.  Attention  to  Broadgate  Lane  Sewer. 

YL  Purification  of  Horsforth  Beck. 

\ 11. Sewage  disposal  Scheme  (in  hand). 

VIII.  Adoptation  of  following  Acts  of  Parliament:  — 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  18S9. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
so  far  as  regards  Part  111. 

IX.  Public  Abattoir.  X.  Disinfector. 

XI.  Isolation  Hospital. 

XI I.  Improvementof  Quarry  Street,  Paradise  Place,  and 
certain  other  places. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

The  Green,  ).  NIGH1  INGALE,  M.B. 

Horsrorth,  March  2nd , 1896. 
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